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The death of a British schoolgirl by the roadside on a humid July evening in India has exposed a terrifying truth: there are thousands of child 'disappearances' every year in the country. And the person who orchestrated the child's death was recently released by the police from jail after she was convicted of murdering the girl's father. As the nation mourned the loss of the girl, who had been on holiday
in the southern state of Karnataka, there were stories that she had been lured from school to her death. There are also accusations that her father, James Palmer, who was driving the car with the child and her mother, Cynthia Palmer, in the back, had abused his daughter. But the family insists the pair were not to blame for the child's death. Police have said the Palmers had not complied with their
instructions and taken the child to the hospital for treatment. They claim James Palmer refused to give his daughter mouth-to-mouth resuscitation or take her to a hospital, even though she had stopped breathing. James Palmer's body was burnt by the side of the road in Aurangabad, about 400 miles west of the capital, Delhi, with no post-mortem carried out. His wife has said that her husband was a
caring man who loved his daughter and that she and the child were also murdered. The Palmers' statement, which also named three of the couple's former domestic workers, has been widely circulated in the media. But the Palmers have insisted that the claims they did anything to harm the girl are "absolute lies". "I have been living with this for five years and I am not going to let it go by the wayside,"
the mother told reporters. "I am not going to let this happen to another mother in the world who has been through what I have been through." The Palmers did not think they were in India when James Palmer died after being hit by a train near a railway track. Their statement says he died almost three weeks after being involved in a road accident, adding that his death should be investigated because "he
was not involved in a road accident". The couple say that the only explanation for their daughter's death is that she had been kidnapped. In the statement, the couple say their daughter had been kidnapped "by a very dangerous gang of people" after they took a holiday on a beach in Goa on 6 July 2007, and the girl was not returned until they were contacted by the 82157476af
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